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Advocate Health Sponsorships — Frequently Asked Questions (FAQs)
Eligibility & Scope
1) Who is eligible to apply?
U.S.-based 501(c)(3) nonprofit organizations in good standing whose programs operate primarily within Advocate Health service areas (NC, SC, GA, AL, IL, WI, and other regions we serve). Applicants must comply with all applicable laws and our Non‑Discrimination Policy and be able to provide required financial documentation (e.g., audited financials and IRS Form 990 or 501(c)(3) Determination Letter).
2) Are government or municipal agencies eligible?
No. Government and municipal agencies/organizations are not eligible under these sponsorship guidelines.
3) Are faith‑based organizations eligible?
We do not fund religious organizations for sectarian purposes. However, community‑impact programs hosted by faith‑based organizations may be considered if they are open to the general public, do not advance religious doctrine, and fully comply with nondiscrimination requirements.
4) Do you fund K–12 schools?
No funding is provided to individual pre‑K–12 schools (public or private). Limited consideration may be given to specialized schools with a clear, documented social‑impact purpose.
5) Do you fund individuals or personal causes (e.g., scholarships, hardship support)?
No. We do not fund individuals, individual/team fundraising, scholarships, fellowships, hardship, or illness assistance, or third parties soliciting on behalf of nonprofits.
6) Are for‑profit entities eligible?
No. For‑profit organizations are not eligible for sponsorship funding.
7) Our nonprofit is newly formed—can we apply?
Organizations with less than three (3) years of verified 501(c)(3) status are not eligible at this time.

Chambers of Commerce & Economic Development Organizations (EDOs)
8) Are Chambers of Commerce eligible for sponsorship?
Sometimes. Chambers are typically 501(c)(6) organizations. We may consider Chamber requests when the sponsorship produces clear community or clinical impact tied to our priorities (e.g., workforce health initiatives, SDOH collaborations, health access education) and are within our service areas. Pure membership dues or brand‑only recognition typically do not qualify as community impact.
9) Do you sponsor Economic Development Organizations (EDOs)?
We may consider independent nonprofit EDOs (usually 501(c)(3)/(c)(6)) if the proposal advances community health or measurable outcomes (e.g., workforce well‑being, health access for targeted populations). 
· Not eligible: EDOs that are government/municipal entities or where funds would flow to a governmental body.
10) What must Chamber/EDO proposals include? 
· A programmatic scope (beyond visibility) with outcomes and metrics (e.g., number of small businesses reached with health resources; participants completing navigation workshops). 
· A budget showing how funds will be used; no lobbying/political use of funds. 
· Timeline and post‑program reporting plan (outcomes + reach). 
· Proof of eligibility: IRS status (501(c)(3) or 501(c)(6)), audited financials/990, and confirmation of compliance with our Non‑Discrimination Policy.
11) Can funds be used for lobbying, political activities, or PAC events?
No. Sponsorship funds may not be used for lobbying, political campaigning, or political causes. We also do not support political events or parties.
12) Do you fund Chamber/EDO golf tournaments, 5Ks, or similar events?
No. Recreational/sporting event formats (e.g., walks, runs, golf tournaments) are not eligible for sponsorship.

What We Fund (and Don’t)
13) What types of opportunities do you prioritize?
We prioritize proposals that promote holistic health, strengthen community connections, address social drivers of health, and deliver measurable clinical impact—all tied to our aspiration to close the gap in life expectancy.
14) Do you fund pass‑through or re‑granting entities?
No. We do not fund pass‑through funding (events/fundraisers that re‑grant proceeds to another charity) or re‑granting organizations, including private foundations. We also do not fund foundations related to a business where company executive officers hold a fiduciary and/or leadership role.
15) Do you sponsor memberships, memorials, travel, or tour expenses?
No. We do not fund group or individual expenses such as memberships, memorials, travel, or tours, including travel‑related expenses for individuals or teams.
16) Do you support political activities?
No. We do not support political campaigns, parties, or causes.
17) What about alumni, fraternal/sorority, professional, booster, or civic clubs?
These organizations are not eligible, particularly where the benefit primarily serves a limited constituency rather than the broader community.

Capital Campaigns (Buildings, Renovations, Equipment)
18) Do you fund capital campaigns through sponsorships?
Generally, no. Sponsorships prioritize programmatic and event support that produces near‑term, measurable impact. Capital requests—if considered at all—require an invitation to apply via our portal and invite code and require additional extensive review and time.
19) Are there exceptions for capital projects?
Limited exceptions may be considered when a project will directly and demonstrably expand access to care or SDOH infrastructure within our service areas (e.g., food access hubs, community clinics, mobile health units) and includes measurable outcomes for populations served. Any exception requires enterprise‑level governance review, restricted‑use documentation, a detailed sources/uses budget, and a multi‑year impact measurement plan.
20) How should organizations pursue capital requests?
Do not submit capital requests through the sponsorship portal as you need an invite code. Contact CorporateSocialResponsibility@advocatehealth.org for guidance and due diligence requirements.
21) Will you provide naming rights for capital projects?
Naming, signage, or brand recognition must be managed via a separate managed agreement, adhere to Advocate Health brand standards and approvals, and is not guaranteed.

Application & Timing
22) When should we apply?
We accept applications on a quarterly basis (see the published calendar). Submit in our online portal at least 12 weeks before the event or program start date.
23) We’re inside the 12‑week window—should we still apply?
Please plan ahead; requests inside the 12‑week window are typically not eligible.
24) May we submit more than one request in a year?
Generally, No. Use one application per organization or program. If you have multiple opportunities, submit separate requests only when directed to do so; consolidation of multiple events is required into one application.

Review, Decision & Requirements
25) When will we hear back?
Organizations receive formal email notification of the decision within four (4) to eight (8) weeks of submission.
26) What factors influence your decision? 
· Alignment with health equity goals and our aspiration to close the life‑expectancy gap. 
· Service‑area relevance and potential to reach priority populations. 
· Measurable outcomes and clinical/community impact 
· Financial stewardship and organizational capacity 
· Portfolio balance and available budget
27) What documentation is required with the application? 
· Most recent audited financial statements 
· IRS Form 990 or 501(c)(3) Determination Letter 
· Program budget and outcomes/measurement plan. 
· Agreement to our Non‑Discrimination Policy and applicable 
28) If approved, how are payments processed?
Payments are processed after any required vendor setup and receipt of a proper invoice, per Advocate Health accounts‑payable procedures. Invoicing instructions are provided in the award email.
29) Can we use Advocate Health logos or names in promotions?
All uses of Advocate Health names/logos require advanced written approval and must follow brand guidelines. Please submit proofs with sufficient lead time.
30) What are the reporting expectations after our event/program?
Award letters include post‑award reporting requirements (e.g., outcomes, reach/attendance, stories, budget reconciliation). Compliance with reporting is required for future consideration.
31) What happens if we don’t meet reporting or documentation requirements?
Non‑compliance (e.g., missing acknowledgments or reports) may disqualify your organization from future sponsorship consideration.

Fit, Appeals & Alternatives
32) Our request doesn’t fit your guidelines—what are alternatives?
Consider non‑financial engagement such as volunteerism through Advocate Health teammate programs or general community resources. Your CSR contact can suggest options where appropriate.
33) Can we appeal a declined request?
Decisions are final for the applicable cycle. You’re welcome to re‑apply in a future cycle if the opportunity changes or better aligns with our priorities.

Contact & Support
34) Where do we apply and who can we contact with questions?
Apply via the online sponsorship portal (per your market’s link). For questions, use the “Contact Us” listed in the portal or your market CSR inbox (e.g., sponsorships@advocatehealth.org) so we can route your inquiry appropriately.
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